


In^qj-^er^s Affair Duped Slay Suspects 
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Washington Post Staff Writer 

A federal prosecutor dis- 
closed yesterday that Rita 
Mae Scheer of Silver Spring 
was arrested for the murder 
of her husband after she was 
set up by investigators to have 
an affair with an informer. 

The informer, named Ken- 
neth W.' Hotroyd, had known 
Mrs. Scheer previously. He 
was released, on bond from the 
D.C. Jail to live with Mrs. 
Scheer and to inquire about 
the murder of her husband, 



Scheer, the prosecution said. 

With the knowledge of po- 
lice and prosecutors, Holroyd 
even asked Mrs. Scheer to ar- 
range the murder of a witness 
in his own criminal case in an 
effort to discover how Mrs. 
Scheer had arranged the mur- 
der of her husband, prosecutor 
James E. Sharp saii 

Details of the highly unu- 
sual police work were made 
public for the first time yes- 
terday at the opening of the 
murder-for-hire trial of Mrs. 
Scheer and Calvin Cooksey. 



shot in the head last Dec. 18 
after he stepped from his car 
on Eastern Avenue in the Dis- 
trict. 

' Mrs. Scheer was sitting in 
the car at the time, and told 
police that she heard shots 
and saw her husband fall. She 
said she could not see who 
shot her husband because it 
was dark at the time. Scheer 
died immediately after a bul- 
let went through his skull. 

Five months later, in mid- 
May, Mrs. Scheer, 41, and- 



Cooksey were arrested and 
charged with the murder. 
Sharp said yesterday that 
Cooksey was the triggerman 
and that Mrs. Scheer paid 
$5,000 to have her husband 
kUled. 

Mrs. Scheer received $34,000 
in insurance as a result of 
her husband’s death. Sharp 
said. 

A third woman, Margaret F. 
Hyson, was also arrested and 
charged with the murder. Ac- 
cording to the prosecution, 
Mrs. Hyson was the intermedi- 
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ary between Mrs. Scheer, and 
Cooksey. Her trial has been 
delayed untU later this year, 
and Sharp revealed yesterday 
that she wiU testify for the 
government ag^mst Mrs. 
Scheer and Gooksefy. 

UntU Holjoyd apeared in 
mid-February, howe^gr, police 
were thwarted in tfiejr investi- 
gation of the Scheer cg§e. 

Hotroyd, 36, had jS.ee|i 
rested og murdei^ charges ih 
1971 and was awaiting trial in 
D.C. Jay. when 1^$ 
came fgrw^d at}4 eetu be 
would gfbvide iSormation to 
police gnd feder|l prosecutor^. 

Exactly wjigt information! 
he protnded was not made: 
pubUc, but Holroyd himself! 
testified yesterday that he 
had known Mrs. Scheer as 
garly as 1968. ^ , .j 













At iiat 

Mrs.’: Hyson ihtro4uc^'&tt-in 
Sirs.^ who '"said “she 

was log^ng for someone to 
kill h^ husband. 

Holrqyd said he}' never c|y- 
ried out 'the murder, althoy|h 
over a period of, time ^fs. 
Schegr provided him ^th 
cash, Nothing and jewelry. At 
one ppint, she even, fingjjced 
3 tcii> to Florida for hipi, he 

smSv 

“Her and I got .to ^ow 
each other over a p.egpd of 
tigg,” he told the jury.gi nine 
wginen and three men. In his 
opgning statement,. SSot de- 
smbed their reliatiop^p as 
‘ijptimate.” ; 

In 1971, Holcoyd and three 
gther men were afr'gsted for 
^e shooting murder of I 
^omas Alonzo Wi^am. Hol- 
royd sat in the D.C. await- 
ing trial in that cqfg for ser- 
eral months. - . ^ 

. During that tini^^he said 
yesterday,, Mrs;' Sc*[||t: ^ited 
him on sevgral. occltsipt||. 
ope point' last, summer, she lp;| 



him at the jail, that i 
'/^pund someone to 
kill heh Hps^and,” Hblroyd tes-j 
tified. 

is Holroyd’s at- 

torney brought him to Harold 
L. Sullivan, chief of the major 
crimes unit for the U.S. attor- 
ney’s office here, and Holroyd 
offered to help in the investi- 
gation of the Scheer case. 

On Feb. 23, he was released 
on $5,000 bond in his. murder 
case and immediately began to 
live . with Mrs. Scheer at the 
Silver Spring apartment, jBlS 
Thayer Ave., where she had 
lived with her husband. 

Mrs. Scheer readily 
knowledged to him that' she 
had arranged the;, murder of 
her husband,, but refused to 
say whq.'.fad earned out the 
murder,' ^Irpy^^testified. 

“I wfi'told that ah elderly 
Linan from Neiv-^fk, that she 
called yncle Fra&, a Sicilian, 
made ^angemenl'j,” Holroyd 
testifieg. Prosecutors say 
there pgver was ^ 

sen. 

Holfpyd' said that t?}ien he 



pressed for further details, 
Mrs. Scheer fold him not-Ho 
ask about the triggerman. 

The relationship between 
the two contigg^., Holroyd 
testified that 

bought him a Mer^deS;§g^ 
280-SL while he was -living 
with her. , « r 

FinaUyj,in April, poljgg and 
prosecutors developed g plan 
to “flush out” the man .Mrs. 
Scheer had hired to 1^ her 
husband, according to Sfigrp. 

Holroyd was to teU Mrs. 
Scheer that he wanteg to ar- 
range the killing of a man 
who would be the p4n®ipal 
prosecution witness at ps own 
upcoming murder; trial. 

On May 12, Holroyd'said, he 
told Mrs. Scheer hg wanted 
the witness murdergfl, while 
the two were sitting in the 
Mercedes-Beiiz on pe MaU. 
The conversation, wgs tape-re-| 
corded on devices installed in 
the car by the inveffigators. 

The next day, |p said, he 
gave Mrs. Scheer |i map with 
which the witneijs could be 
found. Sharp s|0 yesterday 



that Mrs. .Scheer went to Mrs. 
Hyson’s home, to continue the 
arrangements. Within a few 
hours, the two women and 
Cooksey were arrested. 

During his opening argv 
iggnt ygsigrday. Sharp also 
cSfltenlgl MfI' .§£,*ieer 
and Mra H^ii 
friends when they worked to- 
gether as prostitutes. 

In a briej . gggnigg, g^te- 
ment, Mrs. gcheer’s attorney, 
John Perazjgp of the Public 
Defender Sgryice, said the .evi- 
dence will §gpw the people re- 
sponsible fgp tbe miurder “are 
not Cooksey and Mrs. Scheer.” 
He said a|” pother point, out 
of the pE|§ence. of the jury, 
that Holrgsd was “involved in 
the actup planning of and ar- 
ranging fgp this killing.” 

On 1VI|^ 31, Holroyd, who 
had beeg charged with first- 
degree 'murder in bis own 
case, w|s allowed to plead 
guilty |g the far less serious 
offensg of manslaughter, a 
charge with a maximum sen-! 
fence 'gf 15 years. He has not 
yet begp sentenced. 










